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Introduction
The Federal Task Force on Environmental Education
facilitates communication and collaboration among
federal agencies and departments who have common
interests in supporting and implementing environmental
education (EE) programs.  The Task Force places
emphasis on supporting joint interagency EE projects
that further the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s (EPA) EE priorities and leverage both federal
and non-federal dollars.  Summaries of some of the
projects funded in 1998 are described below.  Members
of the Task Force include the U.S. Departments of
Education, Interior, Agriculture, and Energy as well as
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, the National Science Foundation, and the
Peace Corps.  EPA serves as the chair of the Task Force.  A complete list of current Task Force
members is included below.

Examples of Projects Funded in 1998
National Aeronautics &  Space Administration (NASA), Office of Mission to Planet Earth -- This multi-
year project assists NASA, EPA, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), and other federal
agencies in working collaboratively with state teams and others in integrating environmental
education into their curriculum.

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Cooperative State Research, Extension, and Education Service --
“Community-Based EE” is a multi-year project to expand EE efforts in several EPA regions to enable
USDA, EPA, and others to collaborate more effectively in delivering EE at the community level.

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service -- “The Environmentors Project” enables EPA and
USDA to work together to match underprivileged teenagers with volunteer mentors from the
environmental and science professions.

U.S. Department of Energy -- The “Environmental Academy for Secondary Youth” enables EPA and
the Department of Energy to work together to support an interdisciplinary environmental design
program for secondary students and teachers from school districts that serve lower-income and
culturally diverse students.

U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) -- The “Rocky Mountain State
Capacity Building” project assists EPA and BLM in working collaboratively with eight state EE
associations and others to build capacity for EE in the Rocky Mountain region of the U.S.  States
involved in the project include:  Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico,
Utah, and Wyoming.

U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) -- “EE Train-the-Trainer Workshops”
enable EPA and the FWS to collaborate in training a cadre of trainers to deliver workshops for
educators and other education professionals on how to successfully use the EE guidelines



developed by the National Project for Excellence for
EE.  The training will take place at the National
Conservation Training Center in West Virginia.

U.S. Department of Commerce, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)-- The “Water
Resources Education Initiative” enables EPA, NOAA,
and the U.S. Geological Survey to deliver this
award-winning education project to Spanish-speaking
audiences throughout the U.S.
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For additional information, visit the World Wide Web at

http://www.epa.gov/enviroed

or contact Andrew Burnett at:

(202) 260-0255

E-mail:  burnett.andrew@epa.gov


